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Description:

# First-Time Mover's Handbook: Everything You Need to Know Moving for the first time can feel
overwhelming. There are timelines, logistics, choices, and costs you may not have anticipated. This
guide...

Details:

Moving for the first time can feel overwhelming. There are timelines, logistics, choices, and costs you
may not have anticipated. This guide demystifies the process so your first move is smooth, affordable,
and stress-free.

## Pre-Move Essentials: What to Do 8 Weeks Out

**]1. Research Your Moving Company Early** Don't wait until three days before. First-time movers often
underestimate how much time is needed. Book 6—8 weeks ahead if possible. Fragile Removals offers
free on-site surveys to give you accurate quotes and realistic timelines.

**2. Understand the True Cost** Moving costs include: - Removal company fees (by distance, volume,
or flat rate) - Packing materials (boxes, tape, bubble wrap) - Optional insurance - Utility
disconnection/reconnection fees - Bond cleaning (for rentals)

Budget 10% more than your initial quote for unknowns.

**3. Check Your Lease or Sale Contract** Know your move-out date, access hours, and any building
restrictions (elevators, parking, noise hours). Communicate these constraints to your removal company
immediately.

## 4 Weeks Out: Planning Phase

**Declutter First** Every item you don't move costs money. Go room by room: - Donate items you
haven't used in a year - Sell furniture that won't fit your new space - Recycle or dispose of broken items
- Shred confidential documents

**Create an Inventory** List valuable items (electronics, jewelry, artwork) separately for insurance
purposes. First-time movers often forget this step and later regret not having it for claims.

**Take Photos** Before removal, photograph the condition of your current place and any valuable
items. This protects your bond and serves as proof for insurance.

## 2 Weeks Out: Execution

**Get Packing Materials Early** Boxes run out fast. Your removal company can supply them, or pick
them up from hardware stores. Most first-timers underestimate how many boxes they need — plan for
20-30% more than you think.



**[_abel Everything** As you pack, label boxes with: - Room destination - General contents ("Kitchen —
plates, glassware") - Fragile warning

Your removal team will thank you, and unpacking becomes exponentially easier.

**Notify Key Services** - Utility providers (electricity, gas, water, internet) - Australia Post (redirect mail)
- Insurance providers - Employer (if moving interstate or far) - GP and dentist

**Update Your Address** Bank, credit card, insurance, phone provider, subscriptions. Most can be
done online in 10 minutes.

## Week Before: Final Prep

*Arrange Parking & Access** Confirm with your removal company: - Parking for the removal vehicle -
Elevator booking (if in a high-rise) - Loading dock availability - Any building rules about timing

**Defrost Freezer & Clean Fridge** Pack a separate cooler for moving day with snacks and drinks.
Most removalists do NOT recommend moving items in working fridges.

**Plan Your Day Off** Be home during removal. Things go faster when someone can direct traffic,
answer questions, and unlock doors.

## Moving Day: 5 Essential Tips

1. **Stay Hydrated**: have water and shacks available for removalists 2. **Keep Essentials Separate**:
toiletries, medications, chargers, valuables (move these yourself) 3. **Do a Final Walkthrough**: check
cupboards, drawers, under beds, attic, garage 4. **Take Meter Readings**: photograph
gas/electricity/water meters for bond return 5. **Get Sign-Off**: ask your removal company to document
the load (time, condition, vehicle details)

## After the Move

**Check Everything In** Before removalists leave, open boxes to confirm nothing was damaged.
Address damage claims *immediately* (within 24—48 hours, per your contract).

*Update Your Address (Again)** Redirect forms sometimes take weeks. Check your utility bills, bank
statements, and subscription services to confirm the new address is registered.

**Keep Your Contract & Invoice** Store these for tax purposes (possible moving expense deductions),
insurance claims, and future reference.

## Checklist: First-Time Mover Timeline

- *\Week 8**: Get quotes; book removal company - **Week 4**; Declutter; create inventory; take photos
- *\Week 2**: Collect packing materials; start labeling - **Week 1**: Notify utilities; update address;
arrange parking - **Day before**; Defrost fridge; prepare essentials box - *Moving day**: Stay home;
verify everything loaded - **Day after**: Unpack essentials; check for damage; update remaining
services

## Common First-Timer Mistakes to Avoid

- Booking too close to the move (limited truck availability) - Underestimating the number of boxes
needed - Leaving valuables or important documents with the removal van - Not checking insurance
coverage before the move - Forgetting to notify landlord or body corporate - Packing items you'll need
immediately (medication, phone charger, laptop)

## Next Steps

New to moving? Fragile Removals offers **free consultations** for first-time movers. We'll walk you
through timelines, help you budget accurately, and ensure your first move is seamless. Contact us



today.



